[Evaluation of medication side-effects from an economic perspective].
Pharmacovigilance is a health sciences discipline devoted to the data collection, data analysis and decision-making related to adverse drug reactions (ADR). It has played an expanded theoretical and practical role since the 1960's. However, few studies have made a careful analysis of the decision-making costs in evaluating ADRs. Herein, the relevant literature is reviewed concerning the costs generated due to the attention of the drug adverse events in medical practice. Examples are taken from international literature which offer by extrapolation of the potential future costs of ADR in Colombia. The objective is to sensitize and generate insights about the need for implementation and development of a national pharmacovigilance system.